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EDITORIALS MY VIEW

If Buffalo Bills fans find themselves rooting for Tom
Brady in the Super Bowl, should that be considered a case
of Stockholm Syndrome?

The psychological condition in which hostages or abuse
victims bond with their tormentors seems applicable to
Brady, who torched the Bills for 68 touchdowns and a
32-3 record in his 18 seasons as quarterback for the New
England Patriots.

When Brady left New England last year to sign with
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown
reminded Bills fans to “celebrate responsibly.” Celebrate
they did, and the Bills won their first AFC East title since
1995.

Bills partisans face a dilemma when Brady’s Bucs take
on the AFC champion Kansas City Chiefs on Super Bowl
Sunday. On one side is Brady, our longtime nemesis; on
the other stands Patrick Mahomes, the Chiefs’ spectacular
quarterback who could stand in the Bills’ way for another
10 years or longer. We will make no predictions on the
outcome, but we will offer an endorsement: Root for
“Tompa” Bay.

When Brady took his talents to Florida, he moved to
the NFC, where he poses much less of a threat to Buffalo.
If Josh Allen and the Bills manage to earn a trip to the
Super Bowl next season, and Brady gets back to the big
game at age 44, we’ll take our chances.

Tampa Bay also lured tight end Rob Gronkowski out of
retirement to reunite him with Brady. Gronkowski grew
up in Amherst andWilliamsville, personifying the “local
boy makes good” story. It wasn’t fun watching him beat up
the Bills when he played for the Patriots, but who seems
more likable now – Gronkowski or Chiefs All-Pro tight end

Travis Kelce? We’ll take Gronk.
The Chiefs are the defending Super Bowl champions.

They have played in the last three AFC championship
games, beating Tennessee and Buffalo after losing to
Brady’s Patriots in the 2018 season.

Mahomes is likable and a rare talent who stands in the
way of the Bills’ championship hopes. We do not wish him
ill, nor do we want to see his team become an unstoppable
juggernaut.

The Bills’ draft-day trade with the Chiefs in 2017
enabled them to draft Mahomes. Kansas City took him
with the No. 10 overall pick it received from Buffalo. The
Bills used the picks they acquired to draft cornerback
Tre’Davious White, linebacker Tremaine Edmunds and
left tackle Dion Dawkins, all of whom are star contribu-
tors. And, the Bills drafted Allen in 2018. You’ve probably
heard how that one turned out.

We understand how difficult it is for many Bills fans
to cheer for their longtime oppressor, star participant in
Deflategate, owner of six Super Bowl rings and husband
of a supermodel. After all, “Crying Brady” memes give
“Crying Jordan” memes a run for their money in Western
New York.

In their 2016 book “This is Your Brain on Sports,” L.
JonWertheim and Sam Sommers documented brain wave
studies showing that sports fans derive as much pleasure
from watching a rival team fail as from watching their
own team do well. Like Pavlov’s dogs, we are hard-wired
to salivate when we see Brady get sacked or throw an
interception.

However, in these polarizing times it is time to bury
old grudges and root against the Chiefs out of our own
self-interest.

There is one final comforting thought to savor if Brady
wins his seventh Super Bowl title. Bill Belichick, the Patri-
ots’ cantankerous coach, will have nothing to do with it.

What’s aBills fan todo?
Super Bowl presents a dilemma: Root
for Brady or the AFC champion Chiefs?

Growing up in the 1960s, I re-
ally struggled to find my way. I
was a slow learner and an intro-
vert all at the same time. I kept
to myself most days even as my
parents exposed me to many dif-
ferent activities.

Back then there was no in-
ternet so I didn’t have Facebook,
Twitter, Snapchat, etc., to keep
in touch with people behind the
scenes, which as I look back now
was probably a good thing due to
the negativity on those platforms.
At 67 years old I’m still not on any
social networks other than email.

In school I dreaded having to
get up and speak in front of my
classmates. I was the last per-
son to raise my hand to answer
a teacher’s question, and heaven
forbid if I gave the wrong answer
and heard laughter from the oth-
er students. My head dropped if

the teacher pointed at me and
asked, “Robert, would you please
come up to the chalkboard and
solve this math problem.”

So how did I make it through?
My biggest growth came as I was
exposed to sports, both team and
individual. I can remember my
first intramurals basketball day
and hitting my first basket. Week
toweek I got better andwas even-
tually asked to try out for the JV
team. I made the team and boy
did that feel good. As the coach
encouraged me and my team-
mates talked to me, I began to
open up more and more.

Doyourememberwhenyouhit
your first basket? How about hit-
ting a line drive, scoring your first
goal or dropping that first birdie
putt? I believe sports is so impor-
tant today for the growth of our
youth. My communication skills
grew with competition, talking
with my teammates, or discuss-
ing a problem with a teacher or

friendwho really cared aboutme.
Teammates congratulating and
encouraging you always made
you feel good and more accepted.

It’s so much harder today for
our youth battling the isolation
with the shutdown of sports and
schools because of the Covid-19
pandemic. That locked down feel-
ing kids have today is so much
worse than during my child-
hood. However, it looks like hope
is around the corner as our poli-
ticians are finally realizing the
damage that’s being done.

When I hear of kids taking
their own lives because of the de-
pression they’re going through
due to this isolation, it breaks my
heart. So how do we get through?
A great basketball coach made a
famous speech in 1993 that rings
true today and every day. JimVal-
vano of North Carolina State was
dying of cancer but finished his
speech with a few precious and
so meaningful words: “Don’t give
up, don’t ever give up!”

I pray that our youth in to-
day’s world will never give up.
Keep talking to whoever will
listen. Your father, your mother,
your brother or sister, a friend, a
neighbor or even a total stranger.
Reach out and communicate your
feelings because things are going
to get better and you’re going to
have a great future.

Don’t listen to all the negative
news and the negative politics
taking place day after day. Make
your own news by helping some-
one else and lifting them up dur-
ing this time, which in turn can
change your outlook into a more
positive one.

Schools are opening, sports are
starting, restaurants are opening
and spring is right around the
corner. Let’s make 2021 the best
year ever by communicating bet-
ter and helping each other grow.

Youths need sports
for social development

However, it looks
like hope is around
the corner as our
politicians are finally
realizing the damage
that’s being done.

Just in case anyone doubts how dumb criminals can
be – and how resourceful police are – consider the case of
Jason R. Graham.

The 26-year-old burglar pleaded guilty to a violent
felony this week, admitting a home invasion in which
he entered a Black Rock home by smashing a kitchen
window, assaulted the home owner and fled with an
unknown amount of cash. But he dropped his earbuds,
which held bits the Buffalonian’s DNA.

That led police to Graham which led Graham to plead
guilty which could lead a judge to pack him off to prison
for up to 15 years, the legal proscription for a second
violent felony offender.

Sentencing is scheduled for March 10. In the mean-
time, he is a resident of the county jail. It’s just where he
belongs. …

Here’s to Emily Gordon of Elma. The 17-year-old Girl
Scout has put in hours of volunteer work, helping to
support the Baker Memorial United Methodist Church’s
Respite Care program in East Aurora.

Emily adopted the program to earn her Girl Scout Gold

Award after dementia overtook two of her grandparents.
One could no longer recognize her and that, she said.
“really stuck with me.”

The pandemic interfered with the project but didn’t
stop her efforts, which included buying puzzles, paint
crafts and even a volleyball net that seniors use while
sitting in chairs and sending a balloon back and forth.
After Covid-19 prevented her from volunteering in
person, she spent her time improving the program’s web
presence.

In a period that offers too many worries, the commit-
ment of youths like Emily offers, as a coodinator of the
respite program put it, “ a ray of sunshine.”…

It’s always a relief to find a wallet you fear you have
lost, and it doesn’t matter if it happened an hour or a day
or a year ago. Or even 53 years ago.

Paul Grisham of San Diego doesn’t even remember
losing his wallet back in 1967, when he worked as a Navy
meteorologist in Antarctica. But it turned up recently as a
building at McMurdo Station was being demolished.

It took some looking by the finders but Grisham, 91,
is once again in possession of his old wallet, which still
held his Navy ID, driver’s license, a recipe for homemade
Kahlua, a beer ration punch card and more. There was
never any cash because, yes, there was nothing to buy.

It seems tous…
The case of the bungling burglar, help
from aGirl Scout and a long-lost wallet

Robert DeWitt,
of East Amherst,
gained
confidence
while playing
high school
basketball.
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ByAimana ElBahtity

Physicians from the Medical Soci-
ety of Erie County feel that it is truly
disappointing to see the Buffalo News
editorial printed Feb. 2 that asserted
that Erie County Health Commission-
er Dr. Gale Burstein’s tireless efforts to
protect the health and welfare of the
residents of Erie County is not good
value for Erie County residents.

Erie County physicians were espe-
cially disappointed to see that the edi-
torial failed to recognize a key point of
the Erie County comptroller’s report
that documented Burstein working
1,266 hours of overtime since March
15, 2020.

Doing the math, Burstein worked
an average of 30 additional hours per

week for a total of 70 hours per week,
every week, from March 15 to Dec. 31,
leading the Department of Health’s
Covid-19 public health response, plus
overseeing usual Health Department
operations. In addition, Burstein is in
fact an hourly employee whose pay is
tied to the number of hours she works
per week, rather than a salaried em-
ployee not entitled to overtime com-
pensation.

To every physician who current-
ly works with Burstein, it is apparent
from her around-the-clock responsive-
ness that she continues to work all
day and literally through the night,
responding to urgent requests for in-
formation as our county struggles to
access a vaccine to address this pan-
demic. All the while, Burstein must re-

sume ongoing operations by continu-
ing to provide up-to-date surveillance
data, prepare for and attend regularly
scheduled press conferences.

Burstein continues to supervise
Erie County Covid-19 contact tracing,
performed seven days a week, includ-
ing all weekends and holidays, to con-
tain the spread of the outbreak and
bring the infection numbers to a de-
cline. Burstein continues to oversee a
strong enforcement program to keep
Erie County residents safe by respond-
ing to complaints of unsafe practices
and enforcing state rules and regula-
tions related to Covid-19 and testing
operations expansion at the Erie Coun-
ty Public Health Laboratory.

Despite these great efforts in re-
sponse to this unparalleled trial,

Burstein must continue to supervise
the Health Department’s ongoing and
essential core public health operations,
including overdose prevention initia-
tives, rabies control, routine restaurant
inspections, beach water testing, and
community health education activities.

To think that our health commis-
sioner is now confronted with this
flawed attack related to a perceived
monetary worth for her tireless efforts
is truly inconceivable. The Medical
Society and physicians of Erie Coun-
ty will continue to stand strong and
proud alongside the endless efforts of
our health commissioner during these
unprecedented times.

Aimana ElBahtity is executive director
of theMedical Society of Erie County.

AnotherVoice / Public health

Bursteindeserves compensation for her tireless efforts
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